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The Secretary, FCC pep 20 we em 
Washington, DC 20554 5s Satara Re: RM-8626 


Gentlemen: 


In the name of the majority of more than 8200 amateur 
radio operators in Puerto Rico we would like to respectfully 
bring to your attention the request made by Mr. Fred Maia 
(W5YI) to eliminate the operation of "one way" transmissions 


below 30 MHz (RM-8626). 


In our opinion, this request will deprive radio 
amateurs in the USA and especially in areas outside the 
continental USA, from a unique opportunity to be aware of the 
latest information about the Amateur Radio Service. 


If the proposed petition for rule making is accepted by 
the Comission, amateurs will be deprived of the following 


normally free services: 


1) the opportunity to practice and master telegraphy in 
order to become proficient and contribute to the 
advancement of the radio art. 


2) the knowledge of atmospheric and propagation reports 
that are a very important factor in long distance 
communication which renders an invaluable service to the 
nation in enhancing international goodwill. 


These and many other free services offered to radio 
amateurs in the USA and in many foreign countries (who do not 
have the financial means to maintain similar services) would 
be eliminated unless they PAY for the normally free 
information offered today. At the present time less than 4% 
of all amateurs have computers at their disposal or the 
financial ability to pay for such important information if 
they have to depend on commercial networks. 


Mr. Maia's request, in our perception, is totally 
against the basis and purpose of the Amateur Radio Service as 
described in Part 97.1 of the FCC Rules and Regulations. The 
petitioner does not offer any alternative other than one of 
commercial interest, ...if you want to learn code BUY 
practice tapes, if you want to learn about news or 
propagation, SUBSCRIBE and PAY to a commercial information 
service, etc. Amateur Radio Services is a non commercial 
service. Forcing radio amateurs to pay for information which 
has been offered at no cost is outrageous. 


"To Serve and Honor Amateur Radio" No. of Copies rec'd 


Oss 


UstABCDE i 9D 


The Secretary, FCC 
Page 2 


We are aware of various improperly handled "one way" 
services but strongly suggest as a solution, an improved 
"self control" of the use of radio waves and a better 
scrutiny of the alleged "illegal" transmissions by the FCC 
who has the proper tools within Part 97 to control and 
sanction those which do not comport with normal operating 


practices. 


We request that the FCC dismiss the proposed request as 
it has done many times in the past when proposals to change 
the rules governing information bulletins, technical 
information and code proficiency practice transmissions were 
reviewed by the Commission. 


Respectfully, 
P.R 


For th ateur Radio League 


Secretary 


cc: R.A. Kowalski 
Keller & Heckman 
R. Stafford - KB6ZB 
VP ARRL 
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